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Via USPS Mail and Email 

mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org 

mayor.garcetti@lacity.org 

Hon. Eric Garcetti 

City of Los Angeles 

City Hall 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

 Re: Firefighters4Freedom v. City of Los Angeles 

 

Dear Mayor Garcetti: 

 

I write regarding your recent statement that all City employees must get one of the 

Covid-19 shots and report their compliance to City officials by December 18 or lose their jobs. A 

coalition of city firefighters, called for Firefighters4Freedom, sued the City over this mandate in 

September. I am associating into the case, effective today, and will be leading the litigation going 

forward.  

 

 As somebody who once worked for you, your obsession with forcing the Covid-19 shots 

on people, against their will and based on the threat of termination, has greatly disappointed me. 

In 2014, during your first term as mayor, you said: “People think of California as liberal. We’re 
actually very libertarian.” How true. Of course, libertarianism centers on liberty. It embraces 

autonomy and political freedom. It emphasizes individual rights like the fundamental freedoms 

of association, speech and choice. Indeed, your comment about Californians; libertarianism was 

spot-on and is reflected in our state’s constitution, which has often been interpreted to provide 

broader rights than its federal counterpart, including “an express right to ‘privacy’” that the 
California Supreme Court has used to “craft[ ] a privacy doctrine that has no equivalent in 
federal constitutional law.” Goodwin Liu, State Courts and Constitutional Structure, 128 Yale L. 

J. 1304, 1313-1314 (2019).  

 

 Your Covid-19 mandates violate those freedoms. They violate the law; and they violate 

common sense. As one can plainly see from looking at how other states, notably Texas and 
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Florida, have responded to Covid-19, strict lockdowns and forced medical treatments (I will not 

call the shots “vaccines” because they do not qualify as vaccines under federal law, as they do 
not involve the injecting of natural cells into the body to simulate a response from the human 

immune system) are not necessary to achieve a compelling government interest. They do not 

account for sincere religious objections. They are based on the misguided notion that 

governments can rely on outdated court decisions, disregarding a century of developments in 

constitutional law, especially in the realm of personal privacy, simply by citing public health. 

 

 My clients and I disagree. “At some great height … almost any state action might be said 
to touch on … public health and safety … and measuring a highly particularized and individual 
interest in the exercise of a civil right directly against . . . these rarified values inevitably makes 

the individual interest appear the less significant.” Yellowbear v. Lampert, 741 F. 3d 48, 57 (10th 

Cir. 2014) (cleaned up). But that is when liberty requires its greatest protection. Supreme Court 

Justice Louis Brandeis reminded us decades ago to be wary when the government’s purpose is 
beneficent. “The greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of zeal, well-

meaning but without understanding.” Olmstead v. United States, 277 U.S. 438, 479 (1928) 

(Brandeis, J., dissenting).  

 

 You have fallen into that trap during the Covid-19 pandemic. I do not know why. Perhaps 

you followed the lead of President Biden, who has simply decided not to end the pandemic until 

every American gets a Covid shot, likely knowing that day will never come. Or you followed 

countries like Australia, which has placed most of its citizens under house arrest to chase a 

“Covid-zero” strategy that failed and which is now being abandoned in the South Pacific.  
 

 Whatever the case, your attempt to coerce thousands of city employees, including 

firefighters, into getting a medical treatment they do not want violates the law in many ways, 

including by denying these employees their right to due process to challenge any adverse 

employment action. The City Attorney may tell you that you can simply fire the firefighters and 

stop paying them while they appeal their termination. That is not true. The Skelly decision 

requires that the City provide a fair process. The process is not fair if the City does not pay the 

employees before the Skelly hearing. We will litigate that issue, among others, all the way to the 

Supreme Court if necessary. 

 

 In the meantime, we filed an amended complaint in the Firefighters4Freedom case this 

week. I have enclosed a copy for you. Please read it. Our clients are serious about protecting 

their rights, including their Skelly rights. I also want you to know that any action taken against 

city firefighters during this lawsuit may be considered retaliation for their exercising their rights 

and violate the First Amendment. See, e.g., Petition for a Writ of Certiorari, Mulligan v. Nichols, 

Case No. 16-1053 (U.S. Mar. 1, 2017) (discussing First Amendment retaliation doctrine in 

depth). 
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As the world moves on from the Covid-19 pandemic, I hope you do not make the mistake 

of trying to summarily terminate thousands of Los Angeles’ most essential workers. They have 
worked valiantly to protect us and our communities during the past eighteen months. Such action 

would leave a stain on your record and undermine public safety. I look forward to what the next.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Scott J. Street 

 

cc:  Mike Feuer (mike.feuer@lacity.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


